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1. Introduction  

1.1. Background  

1.1.1. Fred. Olsen Renewables (hereafter referred to as ‘the Applicant’) intends to 
apply to the Scottish Ministers for consent under Section 36 (S36) of the 
Electricity Act 1989 and deemed planning permission under Section 57 of the 
Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 to construct and operate 
Balgray Wind Farm (hereafter referred to as the ‘Proposed Development’)  

1.1.2. This application will be supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment 
Report (EIA Report) as required by The Electricity Works (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. The EIA Report has been 
prepared to describe and assess the likely significant environmental effects of 
the Proposed Development and will accompany the S36 Application submitted 
to Scottish Ministers. 

1.1.3. This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared to 
illustrate the consultation undertaken by the Applicant to date and how this 
consultation has informed the design process and finalised layout of the 
Proposed Development. 

1.2. The Applicant  

1.2.1. The Applicant is a leading developer, owner and operator of renewable energy 
assets, primarily onshore wind farms. They have been developing and 
operating wind farms in the United Kingdom (UK) since the mid 1990’s 
demonstrating long term commitment to the renewable energy generation 
market in Scotland.  

1.2.2. With over twenty-five years’ experience in consenting, developing and 
operating wind farms, the Applicant is one of very few developers that take a 
project all the way from initiation and development, through to operation and 
ultimately decommissioning. 

1.2.3. The Applicant is one of the longest standing developers in Scotland. In the 
UK, their portfolio consists of 258 operational turbines, alongside a further 75 
consented. This combined with projects in Norway and Sweden, brings the 
organisations total operational capacity to 804.9 MW – providing enough 
power for 698,344 UK homes. 

1.2.4. The Applicant was the first developer to bring forward community benefit in 
Scotland. To date, they have made available over £6 million to eligible 
communities surrounding its wind farms and is substantially increasing this 
investment as new projects come online.  

1.2.5. The Applicant has an established presence in Dumfries and Galloway. The 
company continues to operate Scotland’s first consented wind farm, Windy 



 
 

 

 

5 

Standard Wind Farm, located outside of Carsphairn, which generates 83.1MW 
of clean electricity – enough to power 44,500 UK homes.  

1.2.6. The Applicant has, across its portfolio, signed more than £920m worth of 
contracts with Scottish businesses. £186m of these contracts have been 
delivered in Dumfries and Galloway through Windy Standard Wind Farm, 
which has also created 116 construction jobs (FTE) and 73 operational and 
maintenance jobs (PTE). The company is committed to identifying additional 
opportunities to further expand its network locally and to further utilise local 
services throughout its operations.  

1.2.7. During the construction of the Proposed Development, the Applicant has 
committed to maximising opportunities to involve the local supply chain and 
support main contractors to spend at least 30% of the contract value locally.  

1.2.8. Fred. Olsen Renewables is a wholly owned subsidiary of Bonheur ASA and is 
responsible for the group’s renewable energy activities. 

1.3. Site Description  

1.3.1. The Proposed Development is located approximately 6km north-east of 
Lockerbie in Dumfries and Galloway on a parcel of land owned by Balgray 
Estate, centred on British National Grid Coordinates 316486 588010. Access 
to the Proposed Development will principally use public roads to the north and 
west of the site (similar to those utilised for the nearby Cross Dykes Wind 
Farm) before making use of existing forest tracks to enter the site from the 
north.  

1.4. Overview of the Proposed Development  

1.4.1. A full description of the Proposed Development can be found in Chapter 3: 
Project Description of the EIA Report submitted as part of the S36 application. 
The Proposed Development will consist of: 

1.4.2. Up to six stand alone, three bladed horizontal axis wind turbines up to 200 m 
tip height, each with a generating capacity of approximately 7.2MW and:  

• 43MW of battery energy storage systems  

• External transformer housings 

• Crane pads 

• Turbine foundations 

• Access tracks, including the creation of a new access junction at the site 

entrance 

• A substation 

• Underground electricity cables 
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• Up to 2 temporary borrow pits 

• Water crossings 

• Drainage attenuation measures 

• Health and Safety signage 

• Temporary construction and storage compounds 

• Control room 

• Ancillary infrastructure 

 

1.5. Purpose of Pre-Application Consultation  

1.5.1. The Applicant is committed to engaging with and seeking the involvement of 
local communities through the development process and understands the 
value of effective consultation. This PAC Report explains how consultation 
undertaken by the Applicant has informed the finalised layout of the Proposed 
Development throughout the design iteration process.  

1.5.2. This PAC Report is in addition to the Gatecheck Report (Technical Appendix 
4.1) submitted by the Applicant to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) on the 
20th September 2024. PAC Reports are not a legislative requirement for 
applications made to the Scottish Ministers under S36 of the Electricity Act 
1989. Nevertheless, the Applicant is committed to community engagement 
and as such has prepared this PAC Report in line with best practice to provide 
information on all activities undertaken to engage with the local community 
and demonstrate where local feedback has been considered throughout the 
design iterations of the Proposed Development.  

2.  Overview of Stakeholder Consultation 

2.1. Introduction & Overview  

2.1.1. This Chapter sets out the pre-application consultation undertaken by the 
Applicant with respect to statutory and non-statutory regulatory authorities and 
interest groups. 

2.1.2. The Applicant, has, throughout the pre-application consultation sought to 
provide information and answer questions regarding the Proposed 
Development. 

2.1.3. In addition, the Applicant has tried to provide context to the application, 
explaining the rationale for an application on the same site as a previously 
refused project (Newfield Wind Farm).  
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2.1.4. Throughout the pre-application consultation process the applicant has sought 
to proactively share information, address any concerns and answer questions. 
It is intended that this level of communication will continue throughout the 
determination, construction and operational stages. 

2.2. EIA Scoping 

2.2.1. The purpose of EIA Scoping is to determine the scope and extent of matters 
to be assessed as part of an EIA Report, in order to provide information on 
the likely significant environmental effects of a proposed development. 

2.2.2. The EIA Scoping Report was submitted along with a request for an EIA 
Scoping Opinion to the ECU in January 2024 and registered under reference 
ECU00005016. 

2.2.3. The scoping layout consisted of seven turbines at 230m tip height. 

2.2.4. A Scoping Opinion was issued by the ECU on the 24th April 2024 and included 
responses from the organisations outlined in Table 2.1 below. 

Table 2.1 – EIA Scoping Respondents 

Consultee 

Historic Environment Scotland (HES)  

Scottish Environmental Protection Agency (SEPA) 

Health and Safety Executive (HSE) 

Joint Radio Company 

NatureScot 

Aberdeen Airport 

National Grid 

NATS Safeguarding 

BT 

Network Rail 

Crown Estate Scotland 

North Milk Community Council 

Defence Infrastructure Organisation 

Office for Nuclear Regulation 

Edinburgh Airport 

Scottish Forestry 

Fisheries Management Scotland 

Scottish Water 

Galloway Fisheries Trust 

The Coal Authority  

Glasgow Airport 
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Consultee 

The Met Office 

Glasgow Prestwick Airport 

Transport Scotland 

Highlands and Islands Airport 

2.2.5. Details of relevant consultations and the measures taken to address the 
advice received through the EIA scoping process have been detailed in the 
Gatecheck 1 Report submitted by the Applicant to the ECU on the 20th 
September 2024. Chapter 4: Approach to EIA of the EIA Report also 
provides specific details on where the EIA has responded to the advice 
received throughout the scoping process. 

2.3. Overview of Continued Consultation  

2.3.1. The Applicant has actively engaged with key consultees throughout the 
Scoping process. Beyond these formal engagement platforms, the Applicant 
continued to engage in further consultation to confirm and agree the scope of 
technical surveys and approach to the EIA Report.  

2.3.2. As a result of the feedback received during this consultation process and site 
surveys informing design, the Applicant is now seeking consent under S36 for 
up to six turbines of up to 200 m tip height - a reduction from the original 
proposal first presented to key stakeholders in January 2024.  

2.3.3. In addition, the access route to site has also undergone significant design 
changes during the assessment process. Whilst initially routes from the south 
and east were considered, the proposed route to site will principally use public 
roads to the north and west of the site (similar to those used for the nearby 
Cross Dykes Wind Farm) before making use of existing forest tracks to enter 
the site from the north. 

2.3.4. The design evolution of the Proposed Development is summarised in Section 
4 of this PAC Report and is discussed further in Chapter 2 Site Selection 
and Design of the EIA Report. 

3. Community Consultation  

3.1. Introduction 

3.1.1. This section sets out engagement activities undertaken by the Applicant with 
the local community, key stakeholders and community groups, including 
community councils, to inform the design process.  
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3.1.2. Community engagement is a key element of the consenting process, and, at 
all times, the Applicant has sought to ensure that the local communities are 
fully informed of the Proposed Development.  

3.1.3. Throughout the pre-application consultation, local stakeholders have been 
provided with opportunities to provide comment on the proposals, have been 
notified in advance of events and advised on changes to the proposals or 
application timeframes.  

3.1.4. The Applicant has sought to build relationships with the local communities 
surrounding the project and to address questions about the proposals.  

3.1.5. Communicating information about the project has been at the forefront of 
engagement and the Applicant has employed a number of methods to 
communicate locally. This includes distributing, by post, newsletters to all 
households within a 10km radius of the wind farm; developing a dedicated 
project website balgraywindfarm.com (see Appendix A), providing written 
updates, attending community meetings and hosting public exhibitions. This 
has been combined with regular telephone calls, email contact and face-to-
face meetings with local stakeholders. 

3.1.6. The Applicant has always sought to provide a dedicated point of contact – 
telephone numbers and email addresses – and encouraged residents to get 
in touch with any queries. The project website has also provided a useful 
stream of information about the Proposed Development, events and 
background information.  

3.1.7. These communication methods will remain in place throughout the 
determination process and beyond.   

3.2. Community Councils 

3.2.1. The Applicant recognises that the communities closest to the proposals are 
represented by a variety of organisations, including community councils.  

3.2.2. The Applicant considered the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) for the 
project and identified that the communities within a 10km radius of the wind 
farm could be considered as experiencing different impacts from the project – 
such as transport and visual impact.  

3.2.3. The following community councils were communicated with throughout the 
pre-application consultation process:  

• Lockerbie and District Community Council  

• North Milk Community Council  

• Wamphray Community Council  

• Johnstone Community Council   
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• Royal Burgh of Lochmaben and District Community Council  

• Templand Community Council  

• Hoddom and Ecclefechan Community Council  

• Middlebie and Waterbeck Community Council  

• Langholm, Ewes and Westerkirk Community Council  

• Eskdalemuir Community Council  

• Kirkmichael Community Council  

• Royal Four Towns Community Council  

3.2.4. It is however recognised that the community councils closest to the application 
site are Lockerbie and District Community Council (host to the site) and North 
Milk Community Council (neighbour to the site) and additional engagement 
focussed on informing these groups and community members.  

3.2.5. Prior to the submission of the Scoping Report to the ECU, the Applicant 
engaged with local homeowners, writing to households within a 2km radius 
and meeting with homeowners to advise of the forthcoming proposals. This 
early contact was intended to provide residents with the opportunity to 
understand the proposals and timelines for the development, prior to formally 
Scoping the plans. 

3.2.6. Upon submission of Scoping, the Applicant wrote to all community councils to 
advise them of the proposed development and offered a face-to-face meeting. 
At the time of Scoping, it is understood that Lockerbie Community Council was 
disbanded. However, this was subsequently reformed.  

3.2.7. The community council engagement was supplemented with ongoing one-to-
one engagement with members of the local community, neighbours to the site, 
other groups and key stakeholders, as required.  

3.2.8. Throughout the consultation process the Applicant has sought to attend 
community council meetings and provide an update on the proposals. As a 
result of this outreach the Applicant attended North Milk Community Council 
11th September 2024 and Lockerbie Community Council 17th September 
2024.   

3.2.9. Following attendance at these community council meetings, written 
information was provided to follow up on key discussion points. In addition, 
the Applicant has been arranging for Lockerbie Community Councillors to visit 
a nearby wind farm and experience turbines that are up to 200m to tip.   

3.2.10. Community Council meetings have been supplemented with regular written 
updates at key project milestones, including invitations to meet with the team 
and notifications of key events. This has helped to support the sharing of 
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information with local residents and encouraging attendance at consultation 
events.  

3.3. Wider Engagement 

3.3.1. Throughout the consultation process, the Applicant has sought to engage the 
wider community and local interest groups, as well as interact with key local 
stakeholders including ward councillors and local MSPs and MPs.  

3.3.2. This contact has included regular written updates on the proposals, invitations 
to meet with the team, and notifications of key events. This is in addition to 
and offering one-to-one meetings throughout the consultation process.  

3.4. Supply Chain Engagement 

3.4.1. With an established presence in Dumfries and Galloway, the Applicant has an 
established track record with the local supply chain.  

3.4.2. The Applicant’s existing operational wind farm in Dumfries and Galloway, 
Windy Standard Wind Farm, has to date, delivered:  

• £186 million of contracts with Scottish businesses 

• 116 construction jobs (Full Time Equivalent)  

• 1,158 construction job years (Per Year Equivalent) 

• 132 operational and maintenance jobs (Full Time Equivalent) 

• £4.1 million funding for the local community throughout the lifespan of the 

wind farm 

• £92 million contribution to Scottish GVA 

3.4.3. Drawing on this local experience, the Applicant will continue to pursue the 
local supply chain surrounding Balgray Wind Farm. Communication 
surrounding the project has encouraged local suppliers to register their 
services with the Applicant and to discuss the opportunities to be involved in 
the construction and operation of the Proposed Development. 

3.4.4. To support future engagement, the Applicant is a member of the Dumfries and 
Galloway Chamber of Commerce. The Applicant intends to work with the 
Chamber of Commerce to pursue further interaction with local service 
providers.  

3.5. Public Consultation Events 

3.5.1. In addition to direct and written engagement with stakeholders, the Applicant 
held two rounds of events at pivotal points in the consultation process.  
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3.5.2. The first series of events were held following the submission of the Scoping 
Report to the Scottish Government and were intended to introduce the 
proposals and provide an opportunity to discuss the process that the Applicant 
would be following prior to submission of an application.   

3.5.3. The second series of events were held prior to the application submission, 
seeking to provide further information on the plans, demonstrate how they had 
developed and explain how the Applicant had responded to feedback 
gathered.  

3.5.4. Each series of events consisted of two – three days of events in Lockerbie 
and Boreland. The venues were selected in response to community feedback 
and their convenience for residents.  

3.5.5. These events were designed to attract local residents and key stakeholders 
and provided the opportunity to meet with members of the development team, 
view the proposals, ask questions and submit their feedback.  

3.5.6. All of the events were advertised through a variety of communication methods. 
These included:  

• An information leaflet / invitation, feedback form and freepost envelope 

issued to all households within 10 km of the development site;   

• Advertising in The Annandale Herald and the Dumfries and Galloway 

Standard (see Appendix B);  

• Social media promotion (see Appendix C); and 

3.5.7. Direct engagement with key stakeholders including community councils, ward 
councillors, MSPs and MPs (to include a digital poster to share on their own 
social media / local noticeboards). 

3.5.8. Members of the public unable to attend the events were encouraged to view 
the materials online at www.balgraywindfarm.com. The opportunity to submit 
questions and request additional information via email, text and/or by phone 
was also provided.    

First Round of Public Exhibitions – February 2024 

3.5.9. For the first round of public exhibitions the Applicant considered it important 
to provide an additional opportunity for those living in the settlement of 
Sibbaldbie to the wind farm project to have an opportunity to meet the team, 
have additional time to view the materials and have their questions answered.   

3.5.10. All residents within a 2km radius of the wind farm were invited by letter, issued 
by post, to attend a preview of the proposals on Monday 19th February 2024 
at Lockerbie Ice Rink. This event took place from 6.30pm – 8pm and allowed 
local residents the opportunity to view the exhibition prior to it being open to 
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the public the following day. This preview was very well attended with more 
than 80 people in attendance.   

3.5.11. The first round of public exhibitions were held immediately following the 
preview. The proposed location of the second event was amended following 
feedback from the local community and moved from Johnstone Bridge to 
Boreland Village Hall. This change took place prior to any advertising or 
promotion of the event locally.  

3.5.12. The events took place on: 

• Tuesday 20th February, 1pm – 8pm, Lockerbie Town Hall, Lockerbie  

• Wednesday 21st February, 3.30pm – 8pm, Boreland Village Hall, Boreland 

3.5.13. The purpose of the exhibition was to introduce the Applicant, outline the initial 
proposals for the site, explain the forthcoming consultation process and gather 
feedback. The exhibition materials are included in Appendix E. 

3.5.14. Visitors to the events were able to speak to members of the Applicant’s team, 
have their questions answered and provide their feedback – either at the 
event, online or by post.  

3.5.15. Around 156 members of the public attended the events. A total of 143 
feedback forms were completed. A summary of the feedback received is 
shown in Table 3.2. 

Table 3.2 – Summary of Feedback from First Consultation Event 

Feedback Question  Public Response 

 Yes No  Unsure  

Do you agree that 

there is a need to 

generate more 

renewable energy? 

104 22 11 

Do you support our 

proposals? 

67 56 12 

Do you have any initial 

comments or 

questions on the 

proposal presented? 

74 50 4 

Comments / 

Questions? 

This is the 3rd attempt by 'Balgray Estate' to have a wind farm on their land.   

1st attempt (Newfield MK1) turned down by D&G council.   
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2nd attempt (Newfield MK2) turned down by Scottish Government as 'not 

to be build due to significant negative on the Dryfe Valley'. 

It is the way forward! :) Biomass also generates enough power for our area 

What is being done to prevent bird strikes? 

All these wind turbines and electricity prices still go up and up, why? 

Scotland has far too many wind farms as it is.  

More politicians and councillors enhancing their income 

There are far too many wind farms in and around Scotland. If on the way 

to Glasgow you count the amount of turbines it is ridiculous. Totally spoiling 

Scotland.  

Are the environmental wildlife, visual acoustic impacts of the project 

assessed and available. Have these been independently assessed? Are 

they available? What are end of project/decommissioning plans? 

Once the countryside is built upon, it has ruined the area especially for 

wildlife. We are a dumping ground for them windfarms.  

Battery safety, neg impact on environment, house values, true cost to 

environment and manufacture and build and maintenance 

Not required too many already 

Would like to know how all the infrastructure will be moved to this site as 

this area is all very small country roads and I would think will be a danger 

to the people using the roads  

Is this part of a 'phase' to join up with the Clyde Wind Farm which is now 

on both sides of M74 motorway 

DO NOT BUILD! 

Spend the cost on gas or nuclear, something lasting. We do not get any 

benefit from these, just our electricity keeps going up and up.  

Your 'up to' statistics fail to include any mention of minimums/average. 

What is meant by 'clean energy'? Are you seeking to imply that energy 

sources that produce co2 as a byproduct are in some way 'unclean'? 

Atmospheric co2 is currently somewhere in the region of 400ppm. Whoever 

is reading this is exhaling c40,000ppm of co2, is the reader unclean?  

Yes - cheaper electricity instead of companies like yours profiteering 
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Hopefully you have an approved environment impact study and statement. 

You are working alongside the RSPB.  You have consulted with the South 

of Scotland Golden Eagle Project 

All fillings etc has to be produced by using gas and electricity which is not 

green energy.  The disposal at the end of life you are burying all * etc. also 

tell me how you get 50 tons of concrete back out of the ground?  

I don't think a wind farm should be built in this area.  The valley is a stunning 

scenic area that should not be spoilt. Too many wind turbines in 

surrounding areas already! Travel up this road daily and do not want to see 

big turbines in my view.  

Dumfries and Galloway has too many wind farms.  They are not as green 

as they pretend.  How are they disposed of at the end of their life?  

We have enough wind farms in this area.  

I am in favour of erecting wind turbines in areas that are not residential.  I 

think anyone who objects is being short-sighted and selfish  

There are numerous objectors to wind farms to the North (Moffat area) but 

I believe Lockerbie and surround area are generally positive, this may be 

an opportunity to present a longer term plan from the Balgray Site directly 

South 

Unnecessary, expensive, blot on the landscape. "Green" energy is neither 

"green" nor reliable.  

As energy costs have increased continuously what is the point in these 

developments? Only week to increase profit for energy companies  

The turbines are very high, why not shorter ones?  

Would you consider sponsorship of the salmon fry hatchery on tributary of 

River Annan?  

I think Dumfriesshire is overpopulated with wind farms! It's another area's 

turn. Everywhere we turn there are turbines!  

Will priority be given to projects to support environmental projects - e.g. 

active travel, cycles paths  

The plan looks good. My only concern would be access to home farm while 

any necessary upgrades are made to the roads. 

Protection of wildlife  
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Nobody can guarantee there will be no landfill after lifespan. Impact on 

wildlife, noise, state of roads  

Access - * - Corrie Road, no way! Major road works on severe bends/ 

gradients - hedge rows destroyed  

We do not want this! It will have a great detrimental effect overall on our 

surrounding area. I did not buy my house to live next door to wind turbines.  

Smaller turbines would reduce the visual impact of the project. The risk of 

'flicker' in properties and potentially noise - how are noise assessments 

carried out before the wind farm is built?  

Who pays for the devaluation of our homes? This is too close to the village. 

It will affect our quality of life - visual, sound and noise disturbance. Village 

is already a flood risk as per SEPA. This will make it worse  

1) What disruption to local roads and transport do you foresee during 

construction and ongoing maintenance? 2) How do turbines (variable 

output) fit in with required base load?  

We would like some on our farm  

Flooding, Transport, Wildlife, Devalue houses 

Don't want to look at wind mills  

What access to you propose?  

Why here? Have we not got plenty in Dumfriesshire. Where does it all go 

as mum always moaning about lights on  

1) too close to human habitation 2) destruction of environment 3) flora and 

fauna will be made to suffer 4) house prices will be reduced 5) stress to 

humans and wildlife unacceptable  

When will enough be enough? Will the residents or local people benefit or 

will it be only benefit for English people?  

We are drowning in wind turbines here! There is a place for them but not 

near communities and in a beautiful rural valley 

I am opposed to this wind farm because onshore wind turbines are a blot 

on the landscape spoiling the remaining areas of natural beauty and nature. 

An easy way for the likes of you to make money. Wind turbines should be 

sited at sea for maximum efficiency 
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Too many wind farms - bad economics ineffective cold still weather no 

storage: claims for system exaggerated: no agreement for dismantling/ 

restoration  

Inefficient, impact on the environment, longevity.  Who stands to benefit 

without the grants. Short * * from conception of construction  

The building of these turbines would destroy so much wildlife. Protected 

birds, red squirrels etc, bats in the area in which each of these turbines 

would be built would be as large as a large cottage 

Will area around wind farm be replaced with hedge row species for 

biodiversity, native trees/plants 

Modern turbine design has dealt with many of the problems associated with 

earlier developments such as noise  

Where exactly is the proposed access route leaving the BY23, is it the 

unclass road at Boreland?  

With so many wind farms being built in Scotland, why is electricity so 

expensive to the consumer? Can the area around the wind farm be planted 

with trees and native shrubs?  

1) are these turbines higher than usual? 2) will there only be 7 (is that 

guaranteed) 3) do they impact on birds and other wildlife? 4) how will 

construction impact roads etc? 

excellent - we need cheaper renewable energy for our homes and 

businesses. Our gas central heating has more than doubled in price since 

last year 

There is a need for more investment in the local area as many rural families 

are leaving as there are no jobs or prospects  

What happens in 25yr when the turbines are no longer working!! And will 

the local people get help with their electric bill!!!!  

Wind farms are necessary for the clean power that we all need  

I think it is important that as a country we advance in renewable energy. 

But I also think it is important that for those of us who live in areas they are 

sited in that these communities benefit in some way from having this on 

our/their doorsteps  

What noise levels/light pollution will I suffer? How many bird kills are 

acceptable? How much concrete is getting poured into the hills? How is 

this green? 
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Is our part of the world going to be saturated with landscape of wind 

turbines  

The cost of these wind farms is ridiculous. Lifespan - 25 years?? Ridiculous  

I fully support the need for more renewable energy 

I support this project. It will lower use of fossil fuels and benefit the local 

area  

Not in this space  

What is the proposed timescale for the project to begin generating? Will 

there be priority given to provide long term employment to local people?  

Although we have been told that investing in renewables would 'protect' us 

from rising oil and gas prices, that very clearly was a lie. It is still much 

cheaper to heat one's house with oil or LPG than with electricity  

This should not go ahead. We already have enough wind farms in this area.  

It would be good to know how and where the connection to national grid 

will be  

The rise of flooding is already high in the village, it will put more strain on 

the village Burns/river if the turbines get the go ahead. Put more flood 

defencing in 

This area is already covered in wind farms, bringing no benefit to area, 

except destroying lovely rural peace.  Digging big holes and filling them 

with concrete. Brings big problems with flooding, destroying moss and 

fauna and vegetation  

1) only concerns are noise and flickering lights, but still prepared to put up 

with this to have renewable energy 2) how will the turbines get up the hill?  

All these wind farms but no cheaper utilities - what is the point? plus it 

makes our beautiful countryside look siteless 

I feel these are now too many wind farms in the countryside - its becoming 

a visual intrusion generally  

How will you stop flooding of the village and valley which has already 

suffered previously. That's without any hard standing up there  

Battery * and burn off, flooding as history and hard standing, making 

matters worse (future *), maintenance, line ** to property, property values 

down  
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Free Fred. Olsen cruises for all Boreland residents every year starting 2025 

Approve in general of wind farms as a source of clean energy 

This area already has too many turbines sprawled across it! It's time to look 

elsewhere. If we must absorb more turbines each household should 

financially benefit. 

I do have concerns about the details of the siting of the proposed 

development.  Having carried out plant surveys of the site for the 2020 

BSBI Plant Atlas, I know that there is quite a varied flora due to pockets of 

mineral enrichment for what looks like typical rough 

grassland/moorland.  This may be harmed in the development phase but 

in the longer term it may enhance the biodiversity when the ground is 

returned to light grazing.  In the NE corner of the proposed site in a low 

lying wettish area there is a healthy population of Marsh Fritillary 

butterflies.  This population was discovered in this area within the last five 

years and has, as yet, not been documented in mainstream literature.  The 

only other population of this Schedule 5 Wildlife & Countryside Act, EU 

Habitats & Species Directive and UK BAP Priority Species in Scotland is in 

the Tyndrum area of Argyll.  It is very important that the habitat is protected 

during the development phase at Balgray.  As mentioned earlier regarding 

the flora, once the wind farm is operational no further harm should occur 

and there may well be benefits to the caterpillars and butterflies. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed new windfarm 

at Balgray Farm.  This is a relatively modest development alongside all the 

other proposals already in place, and whilst I dislike the cumulative 

aesthetic impact turbines are increasingly having, I recognise the need to 

generate more renewable energy. That said, I don't think your proposal is 

likely to impact as severely as some, so my view is a neutral one.  

I moved to the Dumfries and Galloway region in 2009 attracted because of 

its reputation of being a place of natural beauty. Further to moving to the 

location, the landscape has been completely ruined in my view, as a 

consequence of wind farm developments across the region during the 

preceding years to date. The skyline is dominated by ugly and visual 

intrusive wind turbines.  This proposed development and other 

developments in the area that in or around the planning system simply 

makes the situation gravely worse in my view, by damaging beyond 

recognition an area of outstanding natural beauty.  I do however, see the 

need for renewable energy, but not at the expense of completely ruining 

the landscape! Off shore would be a much better solution to me! Below is 

a list of concerns I have with regard to the Balgray Wind Farm proposal, in 

no particular order; The visual impact of the wind turbines and the potential 

impact on people’s mental health. Noise pollution during and after the 

construction/operation. Light pollution during and after the 

construction/operation. Potential water contamination to the river Dryfe and 

its feeder waterways during construction, operation and maintenance. 
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Excessive and fast water run off to the river Dryfe (potential flooding and 

bankside erosion) as a consequence of the construction foundations, pads, 

and access roads. The potential environmental impact to all wildlife across 

the proposed site. The use of the B723 road for construction HGV’s heavy 

plant and machinery. This road is not suitable for this type of traffic and 

already suffers heavy HGV use and significant damage caused by logging 

vehicles using the route between the hours of 04:00 and 22:00 hrs. 

Potential vibration issues to properties aligning the route. The potential 

impact on property values as a consequence of the windfarm development.  

Why are you using battery storage and how efficient is this compared to 

linking direct to the grid? 

While I agree with the statement that, 'Do you agree that there is a need to 

generate more renewable energy' but not at the loss of nature. What  plans 

are the project making to increase biodiversity within the proposed 

operational area? Will BWF look at woodland creations around repairian 

area? Most wind farms will agree to create employment for local 

contractors during construction. Will BWF look at employment of 

apprentices within the postcodes DG and TD?  

Unfortunately, we are unable to attend the 21st Feb at Boreland Village 

Hall to hear about proposed plans for the development of the above named 

wind farm due to work commitments. However I believe reviewing the plans 

with no sight of the following approved or even "draft"  documents giving a 

more detailed insight is slightly unfair 1) Environmental Impact Sudy 

covering   phases of preconstruction  and construction phase . 2) 

Environmental impact study covering the commissioning and lifetime 

operations of the proposed wind farm. 3) Fire Risk Assessment, impact 

study and emergency response requirements for the battery storage  4) 

Actual local content of works within the supply chain , local content within 

Dumfries and Galloway anything outside is not local content .. a 30% 

aspiration in not good enough and not achievable, but I'm really happy to 

be proven wrong. 5) local Jobs , please state what exactly the intent here 

is during preconstruction, construction, commissioning and operations and 

maintenance through the lifetime of the wind farm. 6) Delays, Disruption 

and impact assessment document with key risks to the surrounding 

community . 7) who are the OEMs of the proposed turbines  8)  Where are 

the monopolies being manufactured 9) Where are the OEMs 

manufacturing the blades 10) where are the Nacelles and generators being 

manufactured 11) where is the battery storage being manufactured. I have 

tried visiting your website on the development but can't access the 

document library. 

Hi, I live in Sibbaldbie, next to the proposed wind farm as it stands and 

believe it will have a very negative impact on my community.  

Putting those huge windmills in the valley is horrendous FAR FAR FAR too 

large and will not only destroy the views but also the wildlife in the area 
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We are against this project as we do not appreciate wind farms anywhere 

and feel the answer is the use of water.  Especially with the Balgray site we 

are very worried regarding any noise to be heard when in our garden.  

HOW do we as a community directly benefit? Enough energy to power 

40,800 homes but do we locally benefit and if so how? 

Will the construction of wind turbines have any effect on the mobile signal 

, which is very poor in this area. What can you offer to improve the mobile 

cellular signal in this area?  

How can I use wind to produce power for my own home? 

Will the local community receive cheaper energy if the project is proceeded 

with? 

Hope community going to benefit from lower energy costs? 

Huge amount of renewables in Southern Scotland. None in England. What 

are impacts of bigger blades on wildlife! 

Applegarth primary school should be one of the main beneficiaries of the 

windfarm on Balgray hill. The small rural school (currently 40 pupils) 

struggles for additional funding as it misses out on a lot of resources due 

to its location. Doesn’t fall into many boundaries for other windfarm projects 

and has to complete with larger schools for Lockerbie grants. The school 

needs help to be the heart of the community again as we no longer have a 

community hall  

Do you have any ideas 

or suggestions as to 

how we can shape the 

community benefit 

offering to make it 

more appropriate to 

the local area? 

No 

There is no community benefit.  The wind farm would have a negative effect 

on the people who live in the valley, as well as destroying the beautiful 

landscape we currently enjoy. 

Don't build anymore wind farms  

With so much wind farms in the local area, start to offer lower cost energy 

prices to the local community 

Yes go put them in England 

Your bribery money will not particularly help the area. Lockerbie itself 

received a lot of money after air crash. It never brought much good 

Yes , don't build them!!  

Stop 
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I would like to see each household in the area receiving a token sum of 

money as this community is very rural and money spent in the community 

might not benefit everyone especially people that are elderly or disabled or 

house bound at least that way they would receive something.  

Support for projects within the area not just giving money to local clubs.  

Also for example practical improvements like road upgrades, bus support 

and phone and wifi upgrades 

Abandon the application and stop seeking to bribe the community to accept 

the ruination of their surroundings in order to make you money.  

Would you be interested in providing funding to assist with the operational 

costs to operate the ice rink? This would help reduce the cost of curling 

and skating for the local community.  

Won't make one bit of difference  

Nuclear power does not require so many sites to be spoilt 

A benefit fund of over £8m is a huge bribe!  

More solar panels on homes  

a) Would suggest some for of link to the technology department at 

Lockerbie Academy b)financial support to local lockerbie sports clubs that 

are desperately needing assistance with investment projects  

yes. don't build it.  

Yes take wind farms down, they are a blot on the landscape 

Lockerbie was given some land for a swimming pool. We need money for 

a swimming pool.  

The only river in SW Scotland where you can take one fish (salmon) is the 

Cree. Yes it has a hatchery, the Annan needs the same.  

No  

Noise disruption, triple glazing for impacted properties  

We don't have any community. We are a cluster of individual houses and 

can't see any benefit to being given money.  

What community benefit can you provide for our community? We don't 

have a 'hall' 'pavements' or street lights etc - only people benefiting from 

this is the estate and the Fred. Olsen Renewables - who will pay for the 

devaluation of all our properties???  
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I don't think this project benefits the immediate community and any offering 

is a compensation package 

Damage to environment - 30 species of flora and fauna (legally protected) 

in the site, inc. rare marsh fritillary butterfly) 20 historical sites inc. Iron age 

the fort of national significance on this site… why here?  

What examples can you give of previous community benefits from other 

projects?  

Take it somewhere else  

Large deep peat 130G at T6, T1, T4 

None  

I don't think they should be erected nowhere near villages or towns when 

there are plenty of forest areas that they could be put.  

The wind farm is renewable but what is the benefit to the people of 

Scotland?  

At the very least, make them small! 

Just go away!!  

I would rather have the wind farm than the horrible pylons. I like to think 

this will help the people with good renewable energy 

We have no post office, no church hall, no other community benefitting by 

turbines. We do not need any money!  

Support for Lochmaben Golf Club Centenary (2026) refurbishments to 

create a community minded open access club for all  

Wildlife areas - community projects, investment in trees species and 

biodiversity very much needed in Lockerbie area e.g. forest garden  

Deal directly with community councils wherever possible. Dealing with 

Dumfries and Galloway Council merely * to dilute what is being offered 

Affordable new housing for local residents, surely 8 million could build a 

few eco friendly new houses instead of trying to insulate old drafty ageing 

houses  

There is nothing to bribe the local (ie those affected not the wider area) * 
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Support or give grants to local small businesses to create real jobs for local 

people. Fund tree planting and rewilding projects. Fund a project to see 

how many wild birds are killed by collision with the wind mills 

Would it be possible to have community access paths for all included in 

site? As at Whitelees? 

Give to community councils - Lochmaben, Lockerbie, Boreland (if they 

have one) They know how to use money to benefit their own communities  

Help with local road infrastructure and country schools would I'm sure be 

welcomed  

Help for the young and old to see what they can do to help save the wildlife 

in the area  

Give grants to Lochmaben, Lockerbie, Balgray (if they have one) 

community councils. They know what would benefit their own area and any 

in particular project 

Who area needs more clubs and activities for youngsters and older 

residents alike. More work and apprenticeship opportunities for local 

business in supporting these proposals. Money invested into other local 

projects for the benefit of local community groups based in the local area 

No, keep your bribery money  

Hydro electricity okay. Unsightly wind farms, NO  

I suggest making it know what community area may benefit from funding - 

is it just Balgray/Corrie  

Dialogue with/interested parties such as rotary, community council. 

Regular project updates. Be associated with any headline projects using 

funds from wind farm  

Support local charities and organisations financially  

The last time the landscape of the area changed, when the huge forests 

were planted 50 years ago, the forestry commission built good quality 

houses in the neighbouring villages and * Very few new houses have been 

built since and this is a huge problem in the area  

We are within the 5km perimeter and the project may be visible depending 

on forestry RE benefits I would be guided by your experience  

more flood defence in the village cut the big fir tree by river down in village 

by no 1 and no 2 burrin view. Plant trees, improve the burn 



 
 

 

 

25 

This shouldn't come into it if we need cleaner energy sources but maybe a 

list off benefits that appeals to the individual?  

Lochmaben Golf Club are restructuring to become more of a community 

facility, not just for golf. The club are currently fund raising and began 

improving their facilities. More funding required.  

Stop destroying our beautiful countryside with unsightly pointless mast  

More assistance should be given to enable households to insulate their 

homes more effectively and not just those on 'benefits'  

More turbines further back out of view would help. Road improvements in 

the area too.  

move the unit back out up site and improve flood control for the village, *** 

road improvements, graveyard maintenance  

Build eco houses for workforce there when project is complete. There will 

be good quality houses for local pensioners who don't want to move into 

towns at least 4 houses 

Share it more equally - to each household  

That said, I think the big opportunity that is missed by these developments 

is to offer an upland network of well laid tracks designed for walkers and 

cyclists.  There is no coherent approach to this, no meaningful publicity, 

and a great opportunity is lost.  It would be good therefore to see Fred 

Olsen Renewables take the lead and not only offer dedicated routes across 

this development, but also ensure they are part of a coherent network 

within the area.  This takes some willingness to engage in strategic 

planning with neighbours, but is a great way to bring people closer to these 

sites and at least appreciate the view out, as well as the view in. 

Not at this stage  

Additional flood mitigation for those properties that may be put at higher 

risk due to wind farm project  

Put all electricity bills for surrounding houses into your name and pay them 

for the life of the farm. Pay for house upgrades ie triple glazing etc 

Support to local schools - Lockerbie Primary has an eco-committee, could 

the wind farm offer sponsorship/financial support 

We would appreciate any support to enable us to continue to carry out the 

traditions of our gala season. We aim to provide as many events free of 

charge to include our whole community. 
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How to use a wind energy producer on my own home 

Maybe community get a % cashback from Balgray wind farm project profits 

Free electricity to all local community infrastructure, i.e. schools, hospitals, 

town halls, something that really helps all 

Lockerbie is a rural community with a significant ageing population. I know 

this is the era of high-tech communication but I’m ongoing and frequent 

press releases in the Annandale series would be beneficial. 

Any further 

comments? 

We will be attending the proposed exhibitions and will have many questions 

to get answers to. One major concern is the potentially lethal proposal to 

site a battery storage unit so close to households.  

No 

These wind mills are a blot on the landscape  

Why no build a geothermal power station. If we can send robots to Mars 

then we can build a geothermal power station in the UK.  

This is a beautiful part of the country that we share with some wonderful 

wildlife.  We are over-run with these wind farms making money from our 

country side. You should be ashamed 

There are many less intrusive carbon * ways to generate power 

Money!  

Would there be accountability as to how the funding would be allocated 

and ultimately spent  

You are ruining the countryside, we moved to the area for the nice views, 

not to look at these monstrosities 

Local schools around the area could be involved in projects  

I lived for some time in the north-west highlands an area unfortunate 

enough to have been populated by wind farms.  Once built, they are 

maintained by a skeleton staff. The prospect of boundless green (whatever 

that is supposed to imply) jobs is from my experience, a misrepresentation 

at best.  

Our premises are available if you require to hold any meetings  

Yes: tell the public the whole truth.  You get paid for overproducing/you get 

paid for switching off turbines as a result which is all passed on for 

customers to fund. A disgrace!! Stick to your ships! 
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With the above in mind, I hope this scheme goes well.  Lastly, will the 

scheme have a built-in battery capacity?  

Instead of just seeing £ signs floating around in front of you, think of what 

is best for the country and the future people 

More solar panels on homes and * 

My family are local business people in the town and own the farm land to 

the south of Balgray and would be interested to learn of any longer term 

expansion plans for the wind farm (old walls farm, st Michaels)  

Just going through to motions, nothing said will change anything 

I have been on the local salmon board we do not have the funds for a 

hatchery but would love to try!!  

Surely there are areas that can be used so that at least one view can be 

preserved for our main industry IE tourism 

This will totally spoil a beautiful valley. WE are surrounded by wind farms, 

enough of them in this area.  

Not at present. Would like more information on ecological impact 

These turbines are massive - obviously no consideration for the local 

people or environment. There is no benefit to the local community. 

Where are the batteries located at site or elsewhere?  

We don't want these  

We have plenty in area (too many)  

The financial needs of one family should never be allowed to take 

precedence over the obvious objectives of the majority of the valley 

community  

No  

If there was a reduction in the cost of energy to the people of Scotland, I 

would support your project. 

I have lived in the Corrie/Boreland/Lockerbie area for over 50yrs, attending 

Corrie School as a youngster. The Corrie Sibbaldie area is exposed and 

windy. Farming is the main land use but the ground is poor, damp and 

exposed therefore I feel that the proposed 7 turbines would enhance land 

use. Following a favourable EIS I feel that this could be a positive venture 

bringing income and employment to the area and community.  



 
 

 

 

28 

We are no anti wind farm but these monsters will destroy our valley  

These wind farms remind me of the wind mills in the Netherlands which I 

think are good to see and if you are getting something good out of it for the 

people, go for it.  

We all make mistakes, please do not make this please  

More than enough wind farms in Dumfries and Galloway  

Specific funding for social housing areas - to make better green spaces - 

biodiversity - try wheatley housing association  

Fred. Olsen is one of the most trustworthy of the many companies 

operating in this field 

Could provide nothing like 8 million to the local community with all the 

hoops to jump through  

Why do wind generators get a payment if they can generate but the grid 

cannot accept it but no quid pro quo when the grid has need but no output 

so why no penalty offset? Typical SNP contact cock-up  

It would be a very interesting project to assess the number of wild bird 

casualties on the wind farm especially in relation to golden eagles which 

are being introduced to the nearby Moffat area 

I am unable to visit exhibitions where some of my comments/questions may 

have been answered  

Sponsorship for local sports would be welcomed e.g. bowling, curling, pony 

club, school rugby/football  

Whether we like the look of wind farms or not, we need them to produce 

renewable energy for us!  

We do not want this in my area. Solar…yes…wind…no! Can the network 

cope with extra electricity or are you being paid to switch off turbines on 

windy days? 

No more  

No - good luck!  

exhibition useful - success. A repeat when plans are at a more advances 

stage * and * in which issues can be directed, followed up and *  

at other projects and what communities have found most beneficial  
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No matter how much we complain, we'll not be listened too as we are the 

poor little people, but we're the one's who know their district, wildlife and 

what's best for us 

Quick comment: Fred. Olsen staff at Boreland hall were great. 

Knowledgeable and friendly - well done 

There is a plan to refurbish kitchen, lounge and multi-function visitors room. 

Also, external balcony planned 

We are in danger of placing all our eggs in one basket and should look at 

other sustainable sources in conjunction with wind farms  

A shame that the view of the turbines would spoil such a lovely natural 

valley  

I feel there is a less intrusive way to generate green energy away from this 

obsession with turbines  

We can see 300 wind mills another 7 isn't going to make a difference  

If any money left over could it be used for research into lessening impact 

on wildlife and implementing any findings? Could you liaise with groups 

such as Nature Scot who can advice on specific sites to minimise impact 

on birds?  

Not at this stage.  

I have concerns regarding increased flood risk, impact on wild life, nuisance 

effects from turbines such as noise, flicker, infrasound and light pollution  

This will destroy the local area and de value all the properties in the area. 

Offer to buy every property at market value. NOBODY WANTS TO LIVE 

BESIDE THESE.  

As a long-standing committee member of MidAnnandale AFC (Lockerbie) 

which boasts over 140 youth members aged 5-18 years community benefit 

could be aimed at the future generation to fantastic effect! 

The school is central to the community there are areas of the grounds that 

the school would like more local community things to happen in and make 

it a community hub once again. 

It might be quite interesting if you’d be able to do an educational talk to the 

children at the school? 

I do have concerns about the details of the siting of the proposed 
development.  Having carried out plant surveys of the site for the 2020 BSBI 
Plant Atlas, I know that there is quite a varied flora due to pockets of mineral 
enrichment for what looks like typical rough grassland/moorland.  This may 
be harmed in the development phase but in the longer term it may enhance 
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the biodiversity when the ground is returned to light grazing.  In the NE corner 
of the proposed site in a low lying wettish area there is a healthy population of 
Marsh Fritillary butterflies.  This population was discovered in this area within 
the last five years and has, as yet, not been documented in mainstream 
literature.  The only other population of this Schedule 5 Wildlife & Countryside 
Act, EU Habitats & Species Directive and UK BAP Priority Species in 
Scotland is in the Tyndrum area of Argyll.  It is very important that the habitat 
is protected during the development phase at Balgray.  As mentioned earlier 
regarding the flora, once the wind farm is operational no further harm should 
occur and there may well be benefits to the caterpillars and butterflies. 
Nathan and his team explained that run off from tracks and other excavations 
during development could be minimised.  The final positions for the seven 
turbines could also be adjusted to reduce the impact on the Marsh Fritillaries. 
We look forward to the results of the monitoring to be carried out by 
Caledonian Ecology during 2024 and meeting Nathan and his team at future 
exhibitions. 

 

 
Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed new windfarm at 
Balgray Farm.  This is a relatively modest development alongside all the other 
proposals already in place, and whilst I dislike the cumulative aesthetic 
impact turbines are increasingly having, I recognise the need to generate 
more renewable energy. That said, I don't think your proposal is likely to 
impact as severely as some, so my view is a neutral one. 
 
That said, I think the big opportunity that is missed by these developments is 
to offer an upland network of well laid tracks designed for walkers and 
cyclists.  There is no coherent approach to this, no meaningful publicity, and a 
great opportunity is lost.  It would be good therefore to see Fred Olsen 
Renewables take the lead and not only offer dedicated routes across this 
development, but also ensure they are part of a coherent network within the 
area.  This takes some willingness to engage in strategic planning with 
neighbours, but is a great way to bring people closer to these sites and at 
least appreciate the view out, as well as the view in. 
 

  

 

Second Round of Public Exhibitions – November 2024 

3.5.16. The second round of public exhibitions were held ahead of the application 
submission in November 2024. It was intended that these events would 
demonstrate how the plans had changed in response to feedback gathered 
during the pre-application consultation process. The events provided the 
opportunity to have further questions answered and to comment on the plans 

3.5.17. The exhibition materials were also available online throughout the events, 
alongside mechanisms by which to feedback. The exhibition materials can be 
found in Appendix F. 

3.5.18. The materials on display detailed that the design had been amended, and this 
involved several material changes, including:    
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• The turbines numbers reduced from seven to six 

• The height of the turbines reduced from 230m to 200m to tip  

• Access to the site was now intended to be from the north  

3.5.19. The public exhibitions were scheduled to take place across three days. The 
events took place on: 

• Wednesday 6th November, 6pm – 8pm, Boreland Village Hall  

• Thursday 7th November, 11am – 6pm, Boreland Village Hall  

• Friday 8th November, 11am – 5.30pm, Lockerbie Town Hall  

3.5.20. 56 members of the public attended the events, and 58 feedback forms were 
completed. A summary of the feedback received is shown in Table 3.3. 

Table 3.3 – Summary of Feedback From Second Consultation event 

Feedback Question  Public Response 

 Yes No  Unsure  

Do you agree that 

there is a need to 

generate more 

renewable energy? 

38 13 5 

Do you support our 

proposals? 

29 25 2 

Do you have any initial 

comments or 

questions on the 

proposal presented? 

24 26 4 

Comments / 

Questions? 

It's a brilliant idea 

When this project is complete will there be a phase two or any further 

project? 

Involve locals as much as possible, better to work with rather than against 

First time I have heard of your company. I have only lived in Lockerbie for 

8 years. I don't think I have heard about any others also. So am not sure if 

I have or community benefited from such projects locally.  

Everything about this is abhorrent and farcical. From child slave labour to 

Lothian strip mining. This list is to long to quantify. 
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What adjustments to the roads infrastructure will be necessary to facilitate 

passage of these monstrosities 

should never have got this far. This would severely impact my house 

view/enjoyment due to noise and visuals.  

Build more wind farms 

Q1 - How is the £7m community benefit worked out? 

Q2 - what does the landowner get? 

This country is being spoiled by new 'forests' - eyesores- Also what 

happens in the future- say 20 years from now-where will all the turbines 

go? How will they be recycled? 

Butterfly? Rare plant life? Flood risk. Habitat destruction. Death of birds, 

bats, flying creatures 

Too big a project for a small area that is close to residential ones. Not 

enough forestry to mitigate their appearance on the landscape. 

I feel that this is too close communities. I also think that in this area we 

have more than enough wind farms.  Also wind farms apply for permission 

for a few turbines - get it and then apply for more and get it as they already 

have some. 

Renewable energy is expensive, requires subsidies, is unreliable and 

requires a back up grid of conventional power sources, doubling the cost 

of the energy infrastructure. It is also damaging to the environment & the 

turbines constitute a future pollution hazard 

Southwest Scotland has enough wind farms blighting the country side! How 

much carbon + Pollution to make and erect?  How long do these blades 

last? And how are they disposed of? These wind farms are not the answer! 

I am totally against this project as it puts a scar on the Scottish landscape 

and damages local wildlife.  

How will the power generated be distributed around the country? 

It is good that the communities within sight of the windfarms benefit from 

the power produced by them. 

What provision/mitigation has been put in place to protect Ospreys that 

frequent Hallhills Loch and Hogghill? Taking into account the increase 

locally of this species. This area is an impoverished landscape and has 

suffered from overgrazing by sheep for decades. DO you have any plans 

to rewild the area? Get some trees back and cut sheep numbers? 
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This is not an appropriate site for a wind farm. Much too close to houses, 

a danger to birds & bats & a kill site for small mammals - food for birds. 

I do not want another wind farm in this area. There are too many already. 

It will ruin the beauty of the landscape. The access tracks & the bases can 

never be reinstated, the land will be ruined.  

We live almost under the proposed wind farm - I want silence in the 

countryside, not noisy turbines.  

Whilst I support development of renewables but not at any cost. Destroying 

local scenic views is not acceptable.  

Great idea get them built.  I always think solar should be put round the base 

as well. 

Renewable energy is a farce. Climate change does not exist. Fossil fuels 

are perfectly fine. 

Don’t want any more windfarms especially near us. Spoiling the valley. 

It’s a disgrace we in this area live around these yet we don’t get a reduction 

on our bills. How about giving household solar panels etc. 

Battery storage and the plan in the case of fire etc the fallout to us who are 

in the firing line.  

This project will be an environmental disaster 

We have enough for Scotland why do we need more? 

Migratory swans & geese in Hallmills Loch - are they safe? Can they be 

helped to be safe?  

Great idea    

We don’t need any more wind farms etc as we already have enough to 

service the country. Your only concern is to make more money and get 

more subsidies out of our government.  

All the talk of going green is a scam, the whole picture from prep of ground, 

building wind turbines is not a green policy  

Given the sparse population, how does the community benefit? Why is all 

the building of turbines in Scotland whilst demand in England. How do you 

reduce demand despite huge AI generated demand rather than 

household?  

Walk route  
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Do you have any ideas 

or suggestions as to 

how we can shape the 

community benefit 

offering to make it 

more appropriate to 

the local area? 

Creation of a community wealth fund from any surplus that the community 

can use the income not the capital to make the benefit in perpetuity 

More facilities and groups for younger generation to keep them off the 

street and bad influences. More facilities and groups for older generations 

to attend for company and get them out the house and mixing with others. 

Money should be used to help local community in areas not supported and 

paid for by government anymore. 

Pay for the installation of more public vehicle charging points in Lockerbie 

Many elderly people have difficulties with transport links for shopping or 

medical appointments. Perhaps this could be focused upon. 

Coming into the school in the catchment area (Applegarth Primary) and 

help teach the children about renewable energy and what you are doing. 

Invest in the future generation of the community. Applegarth primary is the 

heart of this catchment & help to maintain this.  

Road infrastructure surface. Apprenticeship opportunities locally. Can we 

invest in any as a community? Food banks. School breakfast 

clubs/minibus. Ice rink. Sponsor people to get training to support your 

industry locally.  

Tidal, harnessing river flow for electric generation.  

we do not want your bribery money thanks 

Money towards community projects is always a good way to bribe people 

Lockerbie is a rural community with a significant ageing population. I know 

this is the era of hi tech communication but I'm sure ongoing and frequent 

press releases in the 'Annandale' series would be beneficial 

bin this idea 

If we have to have wind farms I think the communities should benefit by 

having a share in the wind farms, not the wind farms handing out grants to 

local causes (where we are meant to feel grateful) what communities want 

is cheaper electricity and heating 

Abandon the entire scheme 

Provide each household with TV40 wind turbines + battery storage. Along 

with solar panels (free) Why isn't hydro power??? This area using power to 

push water back at night? (St Mary's etc) 
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Ensure that the community benefits are targeted to those most in need 

within the community e.g. food banks, baby banks, support for those most 

vulnerable + immigrants that have moved into our area.  

Monies should in some cases be paid direct to established 'community 

good organisations' who use due diligence with the monies they may 

receive and make the best use of any monies received. 

Again - don’t build this windfarm!! Too close to Sibbaldbie where we live. 

People's lives matter! 

And more importantly, this is a wild remote area which I know well, full of 

wild flowers, insects, butterflies - they would never return! NO! 

Not appropriate in any way! 

The amounts offered to the community projects are pitiful. The amount 

should be greatly increased. 

keep the land you have acquired as grazing land for local livestock 

DO not go ahead with it 

no one to take control 

Individuals making a fortune. Electricity going away down south I am SNP 

support Scotland rural community. 

No 

No 

Infrastructure layout plan please in post to the address on front 

No 

Mobile phone signal  

One suggestion would be for you not to go ahead with more wind mills and 

to take down the ones that you already have as they are nothing but a blight 

and eyesore on our countryside.  

How about local eco housing, new schools  

Spoke to Kirsty about walking route through wind farm from Lockerbie to 

Boreland using existing farm tracks. Happy to discuss. Gave Kirsty route 

walker numerous times.  

Keep the good work up. Thanks 
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Any further 

comments? 

Dumfries and Galloway is a beautiful area but is already inundated with 

wind turbines, particularly in Annandale and Eskdale. Time to site them 

elsewhere.  

What are the local job benefits? What are the sums of money we as a 

community can expect per year? How do we see where this money goes? 

How can you help local young adults develop skills for future employment? 

Poorly thought out proposal. High number of raptors use the area. This 

would destroy the habitat especially for marsh fritillary butterflies 

thx 

I am told that the energy made does not actually come to the people of 

Scotland direct. In fact it goes to foreign countries- those that provide the 

turbines - and Scottish people have to buy it back. 

Listen & take note of 'local' residents in Dryfe Valley NOT people living in 

areas not affected (i.e Lochmaben, Johnsonbridge, Lockerbie town) 

Scottish Government states that 'local' communities must be heard and 

acted upon. 

As a long standing committee member of Midannandale AFC (Lockerbie) 

which boasts over 140 youth members aged 5-18 yrs community benefits 

could be aimed at the future generation to fantastic effect! 

Find somewhere else that is more remote & wont be a blight on the 

landscape. 

I am in agreement with renewal energy, however I do feel that we have 

concentrated too much on wind and should be exploring/implementing 

other areas such as hydro 

Green energy is a scam, allowing company shareholders to enrich 

themselves at tax payers expense. Also it is entirely unnecessary as the 

UK produces just 1% of 3% of 0.04% of CO2 in the atmosphere, compared 

to over 2000 parts per million through large parts of the earths history. 

The tax payer already pays more to the wind farms to not produce, this 

needs to stop. What wildlife protection is in place? Sea motion 

technologies? We are an island. 

I am worried that this project will also affect my private water supply as it is 

close to the catchment area.  

Good luck! And thanks 
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You do a good job and employ people in Dumfries & Galloway at your 

natural power subsidiary company at St Johns Town of Dalry, Castle 

Douglas.  

Good luck! 

Flooding - water is too unruly. If you plug one gap, it will simply find another. 

If it thinks you are getting somewhere, there'll be a deluge in the hills & the 

burns will inevitably be transformed into raging brown torrents. Water is a 

terminator. It will not stop. So the idea that it can be controlled, steered & 

cajoled by a bunch of businessmen in a meeting with some biscuits is 

laughable. 

Yes - don't build the wind farm! 

Wind turbines should be placed as near as possible to urban areas which 

will use the power. Not in remote areas of low population.  

No 

How long do you have? 

Your staff at your presentation at Boreland were excellent. 

Where is Sibbaldbie on the map? Remember we have been flooded!! 

Good luck  

Put up nuclear power stations and we need only a few to cover the country 

Demand needs to be addressed in areas such as electric cards, AI, 

household appliances, lighting. Otherwise, we will be continually facing our 

countryside to keep up with an endless demand.  

3.6. Summary of Consultation Feedback 

3.6.1. Combined the events attracted more than 200 attendees and 198 feedback 
forms were gathered across the pre-application consultation period.  

3.6.2. The feedback revealed that there is support for the Proposed Development. 
However, there are concerns about the project.  

3.6.3. The Applicant has sought to address questions and concerns during the pre-
application and consultation period, and the design has been informed by 
comments received.  

3.6.4. Combined across the consultation events, the feedback revealed:  

• 48% of respondents in support of the proposals  
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• 41% of respondents not in support of the proposals 

• 7% of respondents unsure of the proposals 

• 4% unanswered   

4. Design Iteration 

4.1. Summary of Design Iteration  

4.1.1. The Applicant has considered a number of alternative turbine layouts and 
infrastructure designs for the Proposed Development, the final layout being 
the fourth design iteration. The design process began in 2020 and has been 
fully informed by the EIA process alongside feedback received from 
stakeholders and the local community. 

4.1.2. Table 4.1 gives a summary of the key design amendments which have been 
informed by feedback received through the consultation process, including 
concerns from stakeholders and the community about visibility, proximity to 
properties and local road impacts.  

4.1.3. There are three significant alternations. These being:  

• The reduction in the number of turbines from the originally proposed seven  

• The reduction in the height of the proposed turbines  

• Changing the site access from the south to the north of the site  

4.1.4. Chapter 4: Approach to EIA of the EIA Report also provides specific details on 
where the EIA has responded to advice and comments received from the EIA 
Scoping process. Chapter 2: Site Selection and Design provides further 
information on the overall rationale behind the design evolution.  

Table 4.1 – Design Response to Feedback Received 

Topic Response 

Landscape and Visual Removal of Turbine 5 due to concerns regarding the landscape and 
visual impacts associated with this turbine. All remaining turbines 
reduced from tip height of 230m to 200m to further reduce landscape 
and visual impacts from the Proposed Development. 

Access The Applicant initially proposed taking access from the South of the 
Proposed Development, but received feedback that this route was 
unfavourable. The Applicant has reconsidered the position and 
assessed an alternative route to the north. As a result of this 
assessment, the Applicant is now proposing to take access from the 
North  
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Archaeology Turbine 2 was relocated to remove it from the direct sightline between 
SM2265 Firtree Hill, fort and SM667 Burnswark Hill Fort. Turbine 3 was 
relocated outwith a buffer applied to buried archaeology. 

5. Community Benefit 

5.1.1. The Applicant is focused on ensuring that its wind farms are an asset to the 
local area, supporting the local economy and helping the local community to 
realise its ambitions. Every year the Applicant provides over £600,000 to 
eligible communities surrounding its wind farms, amounting to more than £7m 
to date.  

5.1.2. The Proposed Development would deliver a community benefit package of 
£5,000 per MW of installed capacity (index linked). This would be 
approximately £250,000 per year for the 35-year lifetime of the project. 

5.1.3. The Applicant is committed to working closely with the communities 
surrounding the wind farm to ensure that the community benefit can help to 
address identified local challenges. Ideas that have been discussed to date, 
including:  

• Funding flood defence measures  

• Energy efficiency funding  

• Energy discount scheme   

5.1.4. The Applicant recognises that the communities surrounding the wind farm 
face different challenges and have different levels of identified capacity locally. 
The Applicant would work with these communities to identify their priorities 
and how they would best benefit from additional funding.  

5.1.5. Overall, the Applicant is focussed on ensuring that the community benefit 
funding can support community ambition, help communities to be sustainable 
and create economic opportunities locally.  
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6. Summary and Conclusion 

6.1.1. The Applicant has, from the early stages of the project, proactively engaged 
with a wide range of local residents, interest groups and community councils 
regarding the Proposed Development. Feedback has been received 
throughout the pre-application consultation period, including at community 
consultation and information events where detailed project information was 
communicated.  

6.1.2. The Applicant has taken steps throughout the consultation process to address 
any concerns, answer questions and provide additional information. This has 
included revising the final layout to minimise landscape and visual impacts.  

6.1.3. From the outset, the Applicant has sought to undertaken comprehensive and 
inclusive consultation and ensure that all those with an interest in the 
proposals have had an opportunity to review and comment through 
appropriate and varied channels. The Applicant is committed to ongoing 
engagement and consultation with key stakeholders throughout all phases of 
the development process. 
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Appendix B: Advertising 
 
First Round of Exhibitions  
Dumfries and Galloway Standard / Annadale Herald and Moffat News 
w/c 5th February 
w/c 12th February  
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2nd Round of Exhibitions:  

Dumfries and Galloway Standard  

Annandale and Moffat News  

w/c 21st October  

w/c 28th October 
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Appendix C: Social Media  
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Appendix D: Images from Exhibitions  
 
Images from first exhibitions February 2024 
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Images from second exhibitions – October 2024 
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Appendix E: First Round Exhibition Materials  

Newsletter (issued to 5174 households within 10km radius of the wind farm) 
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Brochure (available to download/by post/at events) 
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Poster (distributed locally ahead of events) 
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Exhibition Boards (accessible at the events and online) 
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Feedback Form 
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Appendix F: Second Round Exhibition Materials  
Newsletter (issued to 5174 households within 10km radius of the wind farm)   
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Brochure 
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Poster 
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Exhibition Boards 
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Feedback Form 
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Appendix G: Media Coverage  

25th January 2024  

Annadale Herald & Moffat News 
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1st February 2024  

Annadale Herald & Moffat News 
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15th February 2024  

Annadale Herald & Moffat News 
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19th September 2024  

Annadale Herald & Moffat News 
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7th November 2024  

Annadale Herald & Moffat News 
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14th November 2024  

Annadale Herald & Moffat News 
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Fred. Olsen Renewables Ltd 
Ochil House, Springkerse Business Park 

Stirling FK7 7XE 
 

www.fredolsenrenewables.com  


